
Elizabeth Jensen founded 
Moss Rose Farm in Idaho, 

USA. Born out of a lifelong 
love of horses, which then 

became a passion for the 
Arabian breed, Moss Rose 

Farm is a boutique farm that 
celebrates the versatility 
of the Arabian horse. A 

dedicated breeder and rider, 
this is Elizabeth’s story. 

Words by Elizabeth Jensen
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I 
did not grow up around horses. Instead, I grew up in Los Angeles, California, with a passion for all animals. At the age of 5, I lost my mother 
to breast cancer, and growing up in a single parent household, when the parent does not understand the passion for horses, made it difficult 
for me to get ‘horse time’. Instead, Girl Scout Camp, riding horses at neighbours when visiting family, and the occasional trail ride in the 
Hollywood Hills were the majority of my horse time while growing up. Even so, through this limited experience, one thing was very clear to 
me – the dream to become a horse breeder had been born. 

Come middle school, I met Beth Nehse, a fellow horse crazy girl through an internet Horse SIM game. A friendship that started online led to 
meeting in person a year later and resulted in annual summer visits for one to two weeks at Beth’s farm in the California Bay Area. This friendship with 
Beth exposed me to the world of dressage and also gave me my first horse show experience. 

My father let me choose which high schools I wanted to apply to and attend, and I eventually settled on The Archer School for Girls. I based this on 
my own personal experiences at a co-ed school, and an evaluation of what type of learning environment would help me to flourish and become the 
person I wanted to be. The decision to attend The 
Archer School for Girls is one of the most important 
ones I made in my life. The school allowed me to 
grow as a person, become independent, and gain 
leadership skills that I still use. I do not think I would 
have taken that leap in a co-ed school. 

From there, I attended Oregon State University 
and obtained a Bachelor’s in Animal Science 
with Pre-Vet option and Agricultural Business 
Management minor. While there, I searched for 
opportunities to finally get seriously into horses, and 
I joined the Inter-collegiate Equestrian Team as well 
as leasing a horse from my roommate. 

The leased horse happened to be at Harmony 
Training Center, a facility owned by Harmony Pugh. 
Harmony is an active Arabian and half-Arabian trainer. 
When the lease ended, I turned to Harmony for the 
next step – and thus my introduction to Arabians 
began. Over the next few years, I leased and showed 
several different half-Arabians. Very quickly, I got to 
the point where I wanted to compete at national level, 
not just the local class A shows. 
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Elizabeth & Paloma SF, Bridal Shoot. 

 Elizabeth and WCF 
The Fireman at her 1st 

Scottsdale Show (2009) 
in Western Pleasure.



I found my first horse, the gelding WCF The Fireman (ex Zodiac Diamond), affectionately known as ‘Scooter’. He was an Afire Bey V (Huckleberry 
Bey x Autumn Fire) son and a gorgeous western pleasure horse. We had a short time together, but he left a huge impact, teaching me to be a much 
better rider and giving me my first Scottsdale Show experience. He also cemented my love for the Arabian breed and desire to breed Arabians. 

Spring 2009 and the search was on for an Arabian mare. The list of criteria made it fairly challenging, not only because I was searching for a 
national quality western mare, but I also wanted a mare with quality bloodlines to use for breeding. In May, Harmony and I found Paloma SF (ex WA 
Lida Rose), a five-year old grey Georgio AF (Versace x Fortunes Ciara) daughter who fulfilled every item on the checklist. Paloma SF has been the 
fulfilment of my dreams; not only is she the first foundation mare for Moss Rose Farm, but she is also my heart horse.

Spring 2010 marked our first show season together, as well as the beginning of my journey as a breeder. Paloma was bred to LBA Lode Star (Fame VF 
x LBA Anastasia), and in June, we rode to our first Regional Top 5. Just after the show, Paloma got very sick and for several days, we weren’t sure whether 
she would survive. We are so very lucky that she was able to push through her illness and also maintain her pregnancy. That summer, on 17 July, I married 
Karl Jensen and a week later, I did a very special bridal photo shoot with Paloma. True to her nature, Paloma took the new experience in her stride = big 
floofy white dress? No problem! 

In March 2011, I graduated with a Masters of Business Administration with concentrations in Small Business Management and Accounting. After 
pursuing science for many years and not finding it was the right fit, I decided to try a graduate degree in business, and this was perfect. I did my Masters 
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Phive Star Poker (first National winner) bred by Moss Rose 
Farm riden by his owner Camryn Pugh.
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capstone project using the Arabian business that I hoped to one day own 
as the subject. 

The following month, my first foal arrived – a gorgeous bay colt 
dubbed ‘Harry’, for Harry Potter, and officially named Phive Star Poker. 
Harry is everything we hoped for by that cross, and he would go on to 
be my first homebred national winner in 2016, a success he repeated 
in 2017 as well as being named National Reserve National Champion 
Youth Horsemanship 13 & Under. I sold Harry as a four-year old to 
Harmony, knowing that he would get used and shown. To this day, we 
are so thrilled to have made that decision and can’t wait to see what the 
future brings for Harry and his owners. 

Over the next couple of years, I enjoyed Paloma and Harry, and also 
became a mother. Competing was put on the back burner, but the thirst 
for continuing to expand my equestrian knowledge did not go away. So, 

with much research and careful thought, 
I bred Paloma to A-Jakarta (Jullyen El 
Jamaal x Gai Schara). Going into the 
breeding with more knowledge than 
before, I knew that I would be improving 
some aspects of Paloma with this cross. In 
spring 2014, we were blessed with a liver 
chestnut filly MR Patagonia – ‘Minnie’. 
Loaded with charisma and personality, 
Minnie was everything that we hoped 
for from this breeding – a liver chestnut 
with plenty of chrome. As a yearling, she 
was sold to Texas. 

In January 2014, Moss Rose Farm 
was officially created, and all my long-
held dreams finally began to take 
shape. As well as the arrival of Minnie, 
another momentous event occurred 
through the purchase of the in-utero 
foal by the Ajman Moniscione (WH 
Justice x Anthea Moniscione) son 
Jagger SWF (ex PC Scarlett Lace) and 
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Paloma SF and Elizabeth.

Elizabeth with Melaina A as a yearling, 
on Memorial Day weekend 2014 just 

after she bought her.
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out of Empress of Marwan (Marwan Al Shaqab x FH Djamila). This foal turned out 
to be a gorgeous bay filly, Bella Luna MRF. Shortly after her birth, we also acquired 
Empress of Marwan as our next foundation mare. Empress of Marwan was the 
realisation of a dream to get a foothold in the prestigious halter market. Her arrival 
made it possible to produce national quality halter horses, alongside our national 
quality performance horses. 

The development of Moss Rose Farm continued and in April that year, we acquired 
the stunning grey yearling ZT Marwteyn (Marwan Al Shaqab x ZT Ludjteyna) filly 
Melaina A (ex Country Jewel EA). The opportunity to buy her was something of a 
surprise, and I intended to show Melaina before adding her to the broodmare herd.

That summer and autumn was filled with much learning as I intended to show both 
Empress of Marwan and Melaina A at the Scottsdale Breeders’ Finals in October. I 
also showed the weanling Bella Luna MRF and she was named Bronze Champion 
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Karl Jensen with Emmpress of Marwan and Elizabeth with 
Bella Luna MRF (centre) and Melaina A in May 2014.

Melaina A under saddle April 
2018 with Beth Nehse.
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Weanling Filly. It was our first step into the halter arena 
with a young horse, and we came out on top. 

I am dedicated to research, and I think carefully about 
each foal I breed. As my knowledge increases, my breeding 
choices become more selective. Since 2014, I have made 
it my goal to visit all the stallions we are considering 
breeding to in person. That goal has now expanded to 
also visit other Arabian farms—large and small – to see 
the programmes different breeders have and to help 
determine what direction Moss Rose Farm will take. It is 
simply not enough to rely on the guidance of one or two 
people without seeing the horses for myself. 

Empress of Marwan has undoubtedly left her mark on 
the Moss Rose Farm breeding programme. In the few 
years she was owned by us, she produced three fillies, 
two of which we still own. Evita MRF is by National 
Champion El Nabila B (Kubinec x 218 Elf Layla Walayla 
B). She was our first bred and owned Regional Reserve 
Champion in halter. Our greatest hope is to retain her 
to continue Empress’s bloodline in our programme. 
Currently, Evita is starting training under saddle and 
will be showing this year as a three-year old. The last filly 
Empress gave us arrived via embryo transfer after she 
was sold. Athena MRF is by Kanz Albidayer (Ajman 
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Evita MRF.

Athena MRF.
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Moniscione x DL Marielle). Athena is everything 
we could have hoped for, and more. The decision 
to breed Empress to Kanz was very thought out, 
as the resulting foal was to be a three-quarter 
sibling to Bella Luna MRF, although the quarter 
difference between the pedigrees is a big one. To 
date, Athena MRF is one of the best foals we have 
bred, but we know our breeding programme is 
young and we are excited for the future. 

When I made the decision to purchase the 
Scottsdale Signature Stallion Auction breeding to 
El Nabila B, I was definitely in the learning stages 
of breeding. I knew from his website that I really 
liked El Nabila B, but I was not in a position to 
see him before purchasing the breeding, so I 
relied heavily on the advice of Gary McDonald. 
In September, I was able to see El Nabila B at 
Arabians International; he was everything I had 
hoped for and more, and I became even more 
eager to see what the results of this cross would 
be. El Nabila B is not only a National Champion, 
he is also a producer of National Champions in 
multiple disciplines, and a producer of daughters 
who have created dynasties of their own. His 
legacy is something I knew that, in the moment 
I saw him, I wanted to include in my programme. 
In Evita MRF, Empress had produced exactly 
what I had hoped for – a beautiful, athletic, and 
charismatic grey filly. Life has a way of getting in 
the way, particularly when you have children and 
horses. Several events have prevented Evita from 
being shown as much as we had hoped, but we 
are excited for the 2018 show season. She was shown lightly in halter last year and will 
start her career under saddle this year. And, of course, I have already begun thinking 
about what stallions will be in Evita’s future!

Melaina A is now also starting her own legacy, having been shown lightly in halter as a 
yearling and two-year old. She was bred once, to El Nabila B, and produced a gorgeous 
white filly, Madame Butterfly MRF, who was recently exported to Israel, where she will 
be shown by her new owner. Last year, as a four-year old, she was in full training with 
Beth, who I have stayed in touch with since school and who is now a dressage trainer. 
This year, Melaina and Beth will compete in Training Level dressage with the goal of 
attending the Sport Horse Nationals in September. It has been a long held dream of 
mine to have a horse in training with Beth. This past year, Melaina has proved time and 
again to many people that Arabians can do anything with the right training, and that 
they can be easy to train as well. 

Moss Rose 
Farm 

Pacific Rose MRF
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Paloma is still very much part of the farm, and her youngest foal is Pacific Rose MRF, affectionately known as ‘Rosie’. She is by PA Gazsi (Gazal 
Al Shaqab x Memphis NA), and my hunt for the perfect stallion for Paloma was extensive. I didn’t want to rely on someone else saying it’s a great 
cross, I wanted to decide that for myself, and my goal was to fix some of Paloma’s flaws while enhancing her best parts. I selected PA Gazsi as the best 
stallion for the job as he introduces Gazal Al Shaqab (Anaza El Farid x Kajora) into the pedigree and also offers linebreeding to Fame VF (Bey Shah x 
Raffoleta-Rose). I decided to do the breeding, hoping that the foal would be ‘nice’ but not assuming anything spectacular. Paloma SF is not the same 

type of mare as Empress of Marwan, and I 
was unsure if she could produce the same 
quality. However, walking into the stall 
that morning and seeing Rosie changed 
everything! My dreams had become 
reality – and Paloma could produce just 
as well as Empress. Now two-years old, 
Rosie continues to grow and mature 
and it is obvious how much of a perfect 
choice PA Gazsi was for Paloma. Together, 
both horses did exactly what we were 
hoping – they enhanced each other’s 
best parts and fixed a few things as well. 
Rosie has improved so much of her dam 
and is Paloma’s replacement. With each 
generation, we want to continue improving 
our horses and breed superior individuals. 

Another mare joined us in 2015 when 
I was looking at older broodmares with 
less common but still valuable pedigrees. 
This was PGN Zeventhheaven (Shah 
Azim x Mimis Memory), a then 15-year 
old bay mare with four socks and a blaze. 
After spotting Zee, I contacted her owner, 
Rosalie Shepherd, to get more information 
and I also started researching Zee and her 
pedigree. Zee is a full sister to multiple 
National Champion Zimmeron PGN, 
and she carries the bloodlines that Carol 
Steppe of Day Dream Arabians has built 
her programme around. Rosalie was thrilled 
that a breeder was interested in purchasing 
Zee to utilise her in their program, so that 
the bloodlines won’t get lost. Zee arrived 

and had her first experience of snow soon after; being a California girl, it was a new experience! Three years later, Zee thinks that snow is the best thing 
ever and looks forward to being turned out in it. She contributes her wonderful pedigree, disposition, and athleticism to our breeding programme as 
one of our foundation mares. Sometimes, when I look out the window at the mares, I glance over at Zee and something will make her puff up; this 
mare just makes your breath catch. 

I searched hard for the perfect stallion for Zee. One of the things I have tried to do with my foundation mares is to keep their bloodlines and retain 
the foals. For example, Zee is linebred to *Bask (Witraz x Balalajka), but has no lines to Padron (Patron x Odessa), Ali Jamaal (Ruminaja Ali x Heritage 

PGN Zeventhheaven.
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Memory), or Gazal Al Shaqab. Major Mac V 
(Maclintock V x Majors Tiffany GA) became of 
interest when Varian Arabians started marketing 
him heavily as a two-year old. I wasn’t sure if he was 
the right stallion in body, although the pedigree 
made him an exciting choice. In June 2015, with 
Major Mac’s first foal crop on the ground, I was 
able to arrange a special trip out to Varian Arabians. 
Sheila and I went out into the mare and foal field 
to look at Major Mac’s first foal crop. Of particular 
interest was Sheila’s Shah Azim (Bey Shah x Juda) 
daughter and her Major Mac foal. After seeing 
the foals, I told Sheila about Zee; she was excited 
that I had a mare with Varian bloodlines through 
Kaiyoum (Khemosabi x Bayanka) and while she 
thought it would be a very good cross, she pushed 
me to go with my own vision. 

We then joined Sheila’s friends, Marty Shea and 
Kathy Hart, back at the mare barn. Major Mac 
was brought out and turned loose in the paddock; 
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Zensational Storm MRF

Sweet Silk V



Breeder profile

177 • The Arabian Breeders’ Magazine • Summer 2018

what an experience, to see such a stunning stallion with these three 
women. I quietly watched and listened as the three friends discussed 
Major Mac V, how he was maturing, who he looked like, and their hopes 
for him. Upon leaving Varian Arabians I knew that Major Mac V was the 
stallion for Zee, and possibly some of my other mares as well. 

Breeding Zee to Major Mac V promised a couple of things, including 
continuing the outcross pedigree without introducing any of those lines 
that Zee lacked, and producing an extremely athletic individual that 
would most likely have chrome. For the rest, time would tell! Zee was five 
weeks overdue before her foal, a colt, decided to say hello to the world in 
the middle of a storm. I walked into the stall and this little face peaked 
around Zee and I got quite a surprise. His head was so refined, with tiny 
tight ears with fabulous tips, and a small muzzle. Chrome was a definite – 
star, blaze, and three stockings. Being so late, it took a couple of weeks for 
him to unfold and start showing some personality and to get a glimpse at 
his movement. This little guy was love at first site … I don’t think he felt 
the same way at the time, but it didn’t take him long. This colt is so much 
fun. He has a lot of energy and is very smart. I’ve been working with a 
local trainer to get him started in halter and to give him a job. His name is, 
appropriately enough, Zensational Storm MRF. 

I am not sure if it was fate or coincidence, but last January, I was browsing 
the Varian Arabians website and contemplating asking whether they 
would be willing to lease any of their mares for a breeding lease. Having 
decided I would, the next day the majority of the mares were listed on the 
sales list. I immediately called Varian’s Manager Angela Alvarez to find 
out more before it was too late. The Jullyen El Jamaal (Ali Jamaal x Jullye 
El Ludjin) daughters were of particular interest as I have long-admired 
this stallion and had been hoping that I could add a Jullyen daughter as a 
broodmare at some point. 

An agreement was reached for me to purchase Santa Barbara Juell 
V ( Jullyen El Jamaal x Sweet Shalimar V) and lease her maternal half-
sister, Sweet Silk V (by Desperado V). I could hardly believe that I was 
leasing Sundance Kid V’s full sister! Both mares have the ability to help 
our programme get more recognition as breeders of note. It was decided 
that I would chose the stallions that the mares would be bred to when I 
was able to make a trip out there. March 2017 came and upon arrival, I 
was shown Silk and her Audacious PS (Fame VF x Hal Flirtatious) colt 
foal, as well as Santa Barbara Juell V. It was exciting to finally get to see 
both mares and, after spending some time with them, the stallions were 
brought out individually for in-hand presentations: Audacious PS, Major 
Mac V, Always A Jullyen V ( Jullyen El Jamaal x Amazing Grace V), and 
The Seeker V (Audacious PS x Satine IA). It was the first time I had seen 
The Seeker V, and he was so much better in the flesh! 

When considering a stallion for Silk, I kept in mind that Audacious 

PS is the sire of her son and multiple national winner, Sheer Audacity 
V, but I also wanted to try to go a little bit different of a direction as 
well. The Seeker V is very much an Audacious son, but at the same 
time he also has some of his own flair as well. I asked to see The 
Seeker V turned loose and that clinched the decision to breed Silk to 
him. As impressive as he was in-hand, he really put on a show loose. 
The very end of the visit culminated in a meeting with Angela and 
the decision to purchase, not lease Sweet Silk. My visit gave me a 
chance to really reflect on the horses at Varian, the two mares, and 
what my goals were for both the mares and my breeding programme. 
I came to the conclusion that even though Silk was 18 at the time, 
she could still make a very valuable impact on our farm, and we hope 
to get at least two foals out of her. 

Having both mares here in Idaho is amazing. I now have a chance 
to get to know them better and I believe it was a great decision to 
buy both mares and utilise them as part of our foundation. Silk, in 
particular, is amazing, a real treasure. She brings to the Moss Rose 
Farm programme refinement and elegance, something that many 
programmes are losing. As the daughter of Desperado V (Huckleberry 
Bey x Daraska) and Sweet Shalimar V (Ali Jamaal x Sweetinspirationv), 
Silk adds another source for the Ali Jamaal blood, as well as bringing in 
a new bloodline to our programme through Desperado V. Like several 
of our other mares, Silk’s pedigree avoids some of the popular lines that 
are heavily used, and thus she provides many opportunities for using 
a variety of stallions available today without the risk of too much of a 
particular line being in the resulting foal.

Last autumn, we put together a magical photo shoot with Nancy 
Pierce. Silk inspired my creative side, and there most likely will be 
more shoots in the future. It emphasises that not only is she here as a 
broodmare, but also as a friend – just as Paloma was at the beginning 
of this journey.

This year, we are partway through a very exciting show and breeding 
season. We have had some big first milestones including the first 
time with a horse placing first at the Scottsdale Sow, the first time of 
winning a Regional Championship at a Regionals Show – Moss Rose 
Farm earned four championships at that Regionals – and the first time 
competing at an open dressage show and placing first. We are excited 
for the remainder of our show season. 

More importantly, our breeding season brought us three very 
exciting foals – Smooth Criminal MRF from Sweet Silk V, Sierra Juell 
MRF from Santa Barbara Juell V and by Baha AA (Al Ayad x Baraaqa 
AA), and then Tigerlilly MRF, also sired by Baha AA and out of the 
mare Morning Star DP (SF Veraz x SH Tinkerbell). And their story will 
have to wait for the next instalment!  


